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Ut in corporibus magne diffimilitudines funt, fic in animis 


exiflunt majores vartetates. 
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Wepnespay, November 18. 1713. 





Y former Paper gave an Account of a 
Lay-Monaftery lately initituted, and that 
the Gentlemen of this voluntary So- 
ciety were engag’d in it out of a Defire 

of Living after their own Humour, and enjoying 

a Freedom of Converfation, as weil on Topicks 

of Natural and Moral Philofophy, as on Subjects 

of Polite Learning ; I am now to inform the Rea- 
der who the Perfons are, that compofe this Fra- 
ternity. 





The firft I fhall name is Mr. Jounnson, a Gen- 
tleman that owesto Nature excellent Faculties and 
an elevated Genius, and to Induftry and Applica- 
tion many acquir’d Accomplifhments. His Tatte 
is diftinguifhing, juft and delicate 5 his Judgment 
clear, and his Reafon ftrong, accompany’d with 
an Imagination full of Spirit, of great Compafs, 
and ftor’d with refin’d Ideas. He isa Critick of 
the firft Rank 5; and, what is his peculiar Orna- 
ment, he is deliver’d from the Oftentation, Ma- 
levolence and fupercilious Temper, that fo often 
blemifh Men of that Charaéter. His Remarks 
refult from the Nature and Reafon of ‘Things, 
and are form’d by a Judgment free, and unbiafs’d 
by the Authority of thofe, who have lazily fol- 
low'd each other in the fame beaten Track of 
Thinking, and are arriv’d only to the Reputation 
of acute Grammarians and Commentators; Men, 
who have been copying one another many Hun- 
dred Years, without any Improvement; or, if 
they have venrur’d farther, have only apply’d in 
a Mechanical Manner the Rules of ancient Criticks 
to modern Writings, and with great Labour dil- 
cover’d nothing, bur their own Want of Judgment 
and Capacity. As Mr. JOHNsON penetrates to the 
Bottom of his Subject, by which Means his Ob- 
fervations are folid and natural, as well as deli- 
cate, fo his Defign is always to bitig to Light 
fornething ufeful and ornamental ; whence his 
Character is the Reverfe to theirs, who have em- 
nent Abilities in infignificant Knowledge, and 
a great Felicity in finding out Trifles. He ts no 
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lefs induftrious to {earch out the Merit of an Au- 
thor, than fagacious in difcerning his §rrors and 
Defeéts 5 and takes more Pleafure in commendin 

the Beauties, than expofing the Blemifhes of a 
Jaudable Writing: Like Horace, ina long Work 

he can bear fome Deformities, and juftly lay them 
on the Imperfection of Human Nature, which is 
incapable of faultlefs Produ€tions. When an ex- 
cellent Writing appears in Publick, and by its in- 
trinfick Worth attracts a general Applaufe, he is 
not ftung with Envy and Spleen; nor does he 
expreis a favage Nature, in faftening upon the 
celebrated Author, dwelling upon his imaginary 
Defects, and pafling over his confpicuous Excel- 
lences. He treats all Writers upon the fame im- 


partial Foot 5 and is not, like the little Criticks, 


taken up entirely in finding out only the Beauties 
of the ancient, and nothing but the Errors of the 
modern Writers. Never did any one exprefs 
more Kindnefs and good Nature to young and un- 
finifh’d Authors 5 he promotes their Interetts 
protects their Reputation, extenuates their Faults, 
and fets off their Vertues, and by his Candor 
guards them from the Severity of his Judgment. 
He is not like thofe dry Criticks, who are morofe 
becaufe they cannot write themielves, but is him- 
felf Matter of a good Vein in Poetry; and tho’ he 
does not often employ it, yet he has fometimes 
entertain’d his Friends with his unpublifl’d Per- 
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formances. 


Kt : fp 0 4 ? 
Dr. Lacon, a Phyfician, is another Member of 
. . . ryt ( 
this Society. he Doétor had but newly enter’d 
on the Practice of his Art, when a plentiful For- 
tune fell to him by the Death ofan Uncle. This 
took of the Edge of his Zeal from engaging far 
: ) Be a) A , 
in a Profeffion fo full of Care and Anxiety 5 a Pro- 
feffion that obliges a Man to converle perpetualls 
with melancholly Objects, exhaufts him with 
wakeful Nights and laborious Days, and makes 
Submiffions to Paffion and Impertinence, and mean 
Condefcenfions hard to be born by Men of Senfe 
and Spirit, fo often nec Mary. He therefore chofe 
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hot entirely to throw off, nor to follow the Pro- 
feffion with eager Application, that by this middle 
Way he might puriue his Detign of improving 
his Underftanding by a general Knowledge ot Na- 
ture. He is, befides this, a great Lover of Claf- 
fical Learning 5; and upon this Occafion he quitted 
his Practice of Phyfick, unlefs among a few 
Friends, to become a Member of our Lay-Monaftick 


Body. 


Sir Eustace Locxaris a Gentleman, to whom 
the whole Society pays a particular Veneration. 
If Erudition, Candor and Humanity, 1f being ac- 
quainted with the moft celebrated Authors ancient 
and modern, a Knowledge of the dead, and the 
mot? ufeful living Languages, and being vers’d in 
the Antiquities of his own and foreign Countries, 
are Accomplifhments, _ this Gentleman pofleffes 
them in a laudable Degree. But his principal 
Talents are Metaphyfical Science and Theology. 
He has freed the {peculative Knowledge of univer- 
ii] Notions and precife Ideas from the Encum- 
brance of perplexing Subtilties, and numberlefs 
and often unintelligible Diftinctions, by which 
ereat Scholars for many Ages, with the Air and 
Authority of Philofophers, have been gravely 
trifling in the Colleges of Learning. Metaphyfi- 
cal Science thus deliver'd, is recommended by him 
in its native Beauty to the Approbation of Men of 
‘Vafte and Judgment. From one Evening’s. Con- 
verfation with Sir Eustace on thefe Subjects, | 
learn more, than frorm any Lucubrations of the 
School-men, the voluminous Productions of inde- 
fatigable Idlenefs. But above all, ‘Theology is 
his favourite Study 5 and it is to be hop’d, that 
our Divines will not difapprove the fuccetsful Ap- 
plication of a Lay-Man to that Study, who ad- 
mire Erafmus, Vives, Crotits, and others, who 
were eminent Divines, tho’ not of the Clergy, 


We have likewife Sir ARtuur WIMBLETON, a 
Gentleman of a middle Age, a fedate Temper and 
uncommon Humanity. He liv’d formerly in the 
County-Palatine of Durham, where he had a plen- 
tiful Effate; but removwd from his Seat on the 
Death of his Lady, to whom he was a tender 
and affectionate Husband. He loft her in about 
Vhree Years after their Marriage by a fudden 
Death, and was fo affected at this Misfortune, that 
his Houfe grew uneafy tohim: He therefore fold 
his Eftate, came up to Town, and empl!oy'd his 
Money in the Funds. In the Country he divided 
his Time between Exercifes and Reading, efpecially 
Hiftory. He was in great Efteem for being cha- 
ritable and beneficent, and always labour’d to ex- 
tnguifh publick Heats, and compofe the Diffe- 
rences of litigious Neighbours. He has often 
brought People to a right Underftanding by only 
asking a lucky Queftion, and excels in a peculiar 
Manner of tnftructing his Acquaintance, and cor- 
recting the Faults and Follics committed in his 
Company by Fables and Apologues of his own 
Invention. ‘This has often given Occafion to inju- 
d-cious and undiftinguifhing Perfons to cenfure 
him, tho’ a Gentleman of great Honour and Ve- 


racity, as a Relater of incredible Stories and Ra. 
mances. 


Nep FREEMAN, as he is alwa 
is another Member of our Society, anda great Fa- 
vourite of usal!. This Gentleman js very enter- 
taining to us by a good humour'd Carelefenef 
which in any other Man wou'd be a Fault, but in 
him has fomething difficult to be defcrib’d, yet 
particularly engaging. He is naturally gay, and 
gallant, and nothing but his Perfonal AfecHon to 
us cou’d have engag’d him to follow us to the 
Convent. At the fame Time he is a good Scholar, 
and able both to. judge and write well, but does 
not care much for the ‘Trouble of the latter; his 
Humour is exactly that of Sir John Suckling, who 
fays of himfelf, that 

He privd black Eyes, and a lucky Hit 
AtBowls, beyond all the Trophies of Wit. 

This is fo true of Nep Freeman, that former! 
when the Society had their Weekly Meetings, Neb 
was always look’d uponas a flippery Member 3 and 
when he has been fometimes examin’d for the Rea- 
fon of his Abfence, has ingenuoully own’d he 
fpent that whole Evening at Picquet with a She- 
Friend, or at the Opera; from whence, to make us 
amends, he always brings us the neweft Airs, and 
fings them with a Voice agreeable enough, but 
not with much Art. We have from him the Hi- 
{tory of Gallantry, and of the Town 3; and as he 
is a very odd Mixture of the Scholar and the Beau, 
it is diverting enough to fee how he is divided 
between thefe two Charaéters ; fo that in the 
midit of a learned Diicourfe, in which he has 
born his Part to our general SatisfaStion, we have 
loft him ona fudden, and upen Enquiry have af- 
terwards found that his tudher had been waiting 
in the next Room with his full bottom Wig. Nev 
has frequently ferv’d us fo; and it has been ufual 
with him upon fuch Occafions to flip away in a 
Chair to fome Ball, or private Dancing, in which 
Excercife he is a great Proficient. We have All our 
Eyes upon him at prefent ; and it is a Matter of 
much Mirth to us to think how he will be ham- 
perd by the Rules of our new Inftitution. But I 
muft not difmifs this Gentleman’s Charaéter, 
without obferving, that he has a moft obligin 
eood Humour, which makes him bear all our Rai - 
lery without Offence; and that as his good Qua- 
lities are many, fo his Faults are rather Levittes 
than Vices. 


ys familiarly call'd, 


This Paper will come out every Monday, Wednefday 
and Friday, and may be had at Mr. Harrifon’s by the 
Royal Exchange ; Mrs. Dodd’s and Mrs. Boulter’s 
without ‘Temple-Bar 5 axd Mrs. Bond’s at Charing- 
Crofs. 

Evrat. in Monday’s Paper. 
In the Motto, for ivteria, read interea. 





This Day is publifh’d, 

The Fourth Fdition ot Mr. Ramfay’s Sermon before the 
IntsH PRoTesTANTS, at their Anniverfary Thankfgiving, 
Oftober 23. 1773. Printed for I. Woodward, near the 
Inner-Teniple Gate, Fleet {ireet. 
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